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Date: September 24, 2020

TOWN OF NORTH ELBA
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o

-y <
/L A%

AKE PLACID

Dear Citizens of North Elba and Lake Placid,
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TEL: 523-1975
FAX: §23-9821

TOWN COURT OFFICE
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RONALD J. BRIGGS
ATTORNEY FOR THE TOWN

What a busy and beautiful summer it has been. In spite of the lack of our Canadian friends and
neighbors as well as our major event clientele including participants and fans of the Lake Placid
Horse Show, Lacrosse, Ironman, and Marathons, the Town and Village experienced one of the
busiest seasons in recent history.

It appeared that families looking for a safe and friendly setting converged on our little Village of
Lake Placid and surrounding area on a daily basis throughout the summer season, and the trend
seems to be continuing into the fall.

We applaud the efforts of ROOST, LPPD, Health Department, local businesses and citizens in
being persistent in educating our visitors as to safety guidelines including wearing masks, social
distancing, washing hands and sanitization, etc. This has been a daunting task considering
visitors change from week to week and/or day to day.

Masks on Main Street and social distancing received a great deal of attention. Earlier in the
summer the % of people wearing masks and practicing social distancing was dismal. Gradually
through collective efforts the situation gained momentum. Toward the end of August, it appeared
that almost everyone was wearing a mask on Main Street.

However, it appears that percentages of persons wearing masks has decreased during the month
of September. Perhaps less congestion and cooler temperatures are making people feel safer and
less obligated to wear masks. This is a false sense of security and we all must be diligent in
constantly encouraging and enforcing these basic safety elements as directed from the
Governor’s Office and supported by the NYS Health Department and World Health

Organizations.



Presently, this is an endless process and must continue for everyone’s well-being,.

In spite of vast numbers of visitors throughout the summer, Essex County and the Town of North
Elba statistically remained very low on numbers of positive Covid-19 cases. I believe we can
attribute much of this to the efforts of all of our groups and citizens who strived to follow the
aforementioned health directives and protocols.

Recently, as has been in the news, North Elba has had several additional positive cases which
were immediately addressed by the Essex County Health Department using established
procedures including contact tracing, which is identifying close contacts associated with the
person that tested positive.

“A contact is defined as someone who has either been within 6’ of a known positive for more
than 10 minutes or someone who was in the same indoor area (greater than 6’away) of a known
positive for an hour or more”

We must all be on the alert and never let our guard down. This means following NYS Directives
and Health Department Protocols.

Essex County Health Director, Linda Beers warns against a sense of false security. “Just because
the coronavirus was detected in one place does not mean other places are free from it’

We are all in this together and must remember to practice kindness and respect for one another at
all times. During these difficult days it is especially important to show support for our local
community members and businesses.

The simple message is to follow basic Health Department Protocol:

STAY SAFE AND BE SMART. FOLLOW NYS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
GUIDELINES AND THE GOVERNOR’S EXECUTIVE ORDERS, LIMIT GROUP
GATHERINGS, PRACTICE SOCIAL DISTANCING (6°), WASH HANDS OFTEN
WITH WARM WATER AND SOAP OR HAND SANITIZERS WITH AT LEAST 60%
ALCOHOL, WEAR MASKS IN PUBLIC, ETC.
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Craig Randall

Supervisor, Town of North Elba Mayor, Village of Lake Placid



